
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

 

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC BOARD MEETING 
COUNCIL ROCK BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

November 6, 2014 
 
 

The Council Rock Board of School Directors met in public session on November 6, 2014 at the 
Chancellor Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The following persons were in attendance: 
 
BOARD MEMBERS:   ADMINISTRATORS: 
Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President  Mr. Mark Klein, Superintendent 
Mr. Andy Block, Vice President  Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education  
Mr. Richard Abramson, Esq. (late) Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
Mrs. Denise Brooks   Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
Mr. Mark Byelich   Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board 
Dr. Bill Foster         Treasurer 
Mr. Jerold Grupp   Mrs. M. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 
Mrs. Kyle McKessy    Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton  Mr. Doug Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 
      
BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT: OTHERS:  Approximately 52 persons from the public, staff 
None     and press 
 
SECRETARY:  Ms. Kapua A. Rice SOLICITOR:  Robert Cox, Esq. 

 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mrs. Thomas asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the Hillcrest Elementary School Wind Ensemble, conducted by Ms. 
Julie Barron, played the National Anthem followed by Simple Gifts.  

 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. by Mrs. Thomas.  The meeting was recorded by the Council 
Rock School District and was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities. 
 

Student Advisory Board – CRHS North 
Ms. McCarthy introduced members of the Student Advisory Board. 
 

Class of 2015  Anne Blankemeyer  
Class of 2016  Samantha Renck  
Class of 2017  Hadley Grundman  
Class of 2018  Finn Thompson  
MBIT   Ashley Therien 
Sloan School  Sarah Kenny-Schwartz 

 
The Student Advisory Board presented an overview of the student activities for each grade level.   
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Superintendent’s Report 
2015 National Merit Competition – CRHS North:  Ms. McCarthy stated that this is the 60th national 
award of the National Merit Scholarship Program.  Students were awarded over 7600 scholarships worth 
$33M dollars.  Other 34000 students were named commended students.  It is an honor to be among this 
group of students.  Ten students from CR were also named national award semi-finalists.  Ms. McCarthy, 
Messrs. Klein and Gamble presented a Certificate of Recognition to each of the following students:   

• Commended:  Spencer M. Abrohms, Amerit K. Ahluwalia, Lucas A. Cohen, Ryan P. Conner, Aubrey 
G. Deon, Carson Easterly, Emma Fitzsimmons, Daniel Gao, Andrew Z. Guo, Daniel Hofman, 
Edmond Lu, Mitchell E. Maisel, Andrew Musto, Adam M. Payne-Reichert, Eric G. Rafalovsky, 
Jakob H. Sandman, Kathleen T. Shultz, Kyle Tien, Gregory A. Van Aken, Nancy M. Wenger, 
Nicholas Wu 

• Semi-Finalists:  Matthew W. Arnson, Brian B. Buhr, Alison Dalafave, Benjamin T. Henderson, 
Kimberly K. Lamberti, Patrick J. Mulcahey, Jennifer R. Paloni, Michael S. Rademacher, Athul 
Rajesh, Joshua F. Ronthenberg   

  
School Bus Safety Week – Outstanding Driver Recognition:  Mr. Pinheiro, Transportation Manager, 
thanked First Student Inc. and recognized Davin Tulloch and Kathy Nevling for their service.  Comments 
about their outstanding efforts were received from CR staff. Ms. Nevling helped a 3rd grade student who 
appeared to be lost.  She found someone to care for the child until the parents came to get him.  Frank 
Murphy who teaches 6th grade at Holland Middle School commended Mr. Tulloch (Bus #54) for his 
outstanding service.  Davin interacts with the students and the students are always excited to see him and 
respect him.  
 
Next Tuesday is Veterans Day. Celebrations will occur throughout the School District with hallmark 
events at CR North and CR South.   
 
CR Superintendent Search:  The Board is seeking community input as they begin a search for a new 
superintendent.  Interested members of the community can give the Board feedback by completing a 
survey which will be posted on the school’s website.  The survey period ends on Saturday, November 15.   
 
CR South Presents The Addams Family:  CR South Golden Wings Theater Company will present the 
Addams Family on November 13th at 7 p.m., November 14 at 7 p.m. and November 15 at 7 p.m.  More 
information on tickets and performances may be found by visiting the Golden Wings site on CR South 
website. 
 
Mr. Klein recognized the passing of two students late last week--Harley Rubakh, a ninth grade student at 
CR South, and Gordon Sawaya, a tenth grade student at CR North.  He asked for everyone to keep the 
families of Gordon and Harley in their thoughts and prayers.     
 
Public Comment 
John Rasiej Wrightstown, PA, reminded the Board that the decline in enrollment should’ve been 
addressed years ago.  The first study was done in 2007 which indicated that enrollment was declining at 
the elementary schools.  It’s time to right size this District and cut programs.  The Board can still decide 
to close a school even if the Administration is not ready to close the school this year.  The Board needs to 
vote on the plan. 
 
Jennie Schottmiller, Wrightstown, PA, provided a handout about her research on redistricting and/or 
school consolidation for the 2016-17 school year.  She looked at school districts across the country and 
highlighted three key value-added features.  School districts who redistricted introduced (1) a defined 
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process and timeline with final redistricting decisions made prior to kindergarten registration; (2) defined 
goals and guiding principles and (3) an annual process to evaluate school capacity and efficiency.  The 
processes start as early as May/June and are completed by December/January.  The common principals 
and goals are often Board policies.  The removal of modular classrooms from Wrightstown Elementary 
and possibly relocating students from Wrightstown and Newtown are not reflected in the motions.  Need 
to know a date soon and when the transition will begin.   
 
Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, was pleased to know that the trailers are going to be removed.  However, 
she was disappointed that no one could agree on the number of full size classrooms there are in the 
schools.  The process needs work.  These motions talk about processes that are undefined.  The cost per 
student is so high, 9th grade sports have been limited, we’ve eliminated education computer specialists 
and after-school busing.  The Board did not meet the charge how to effectively and efficiently use the 
buildings.  She hopes that the Board will vote to renovate Holland Middle and Newtown Middle. 
 
Ed Farling Holland PA, noted that discussions have focused on operational savings of approximately 
$600K/year for Wrightstown Elementary.  The savings completely left out the capital requirement for that 
building.  The District’s latest requirement for Wrightstown Elementary indicates a capital investment of 
approximately $7.4M.  These capital requirements, if avoided by closing a school, are real savings.  The 
capital requirement for Rolling Hills of approximately $12.4M and $22.3M at Richboro Middle would 
represent a large portion of the investment needed to make room for children affected by these closings. 
 
Lee Sheppard, Wrightstown, PA, noted that based on his conversations with people in the communities, 
there is a lot of confusion.  We are a community of small government.  Government is not a business and 
is here to serve the will of the people.  We are asking the Board to delay the vote tonight.  Reach out to 
the communities outside your comfort zone e.g. Upper Makefield.  Talk and listen to people from 
Northampton.  What are taxpayers willing to do and pay?  He does not see any progress being made.  He 
thanked the Board for its service.  
 
Amy McIntyre, Newtown, PA, thanked everyone who has been part of this process. She was pleased that 
Wrightstown Elementary is not in foreclosure.  Her concern is with removing all modular classrooms 
without knowing the grade configuration(s) and timing.  She is disappointed that the motions call upon 
the Administration to lead.  The Board should also take the lead.  If the children leave Wrightstown 
Elementary two years early, there needs to be a transition and/or an implementation plan.  Also, there is 
no mention of tax increases.  The District needs to redistrict and do it often.  There are schools that have 
excess capacity.  She is concerned that a brand new superintendent will be asked to create a five-year plan 
in the midst of contract negotiations and a new director of education.  She would like everyone to be part 
of the process.  
 
Marilyn Scarpa, Newtown, PA, was pleased that the Board is moving forward and that the middle schools 
will be addressed first.  However, she asked that the Administration right size the middle schools to 
enable the students to feed into the high schools.  Holland Middle School needs to be renovated.  She also 
noted that CR South is a smaller school.  Students went straight through from K-12.    
 

Discussion Items 
None. 
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Items for Board Approval 

 

Motions for the Formation of a Capital Plan 

• Mr. Block moved that the Administration shall develop a five year capital projects plan that will be 
reviewed and updated annually and adjusted as needed. The plan shall include the motions passed this 
evening.  The plan will be presented annually at the second Board meeting in December each year 
beginning in 2015. The document shall be called the CRSD 5 Year Plan and shall include at a 
minimum the following: 

• Capital plan investments in the buildings calendared over 5 years with cost 
• Revenue/Appropriation forecasts (highlighting PSERs, debt service line items, etc.) 
• Fund balance forecasts 
• Tax assumptions 
• Teacher/staff headcount assumptions 
• Class size by grade & capacity by building in consideration of efficiencies  

The motion was seconded by Mrs. Sexton.  After discussion, Mr. Byelich made a motion to table the 
motion and Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection the Board approved the motion to 
table the motion following the series of motions presented to the Board for its approval on the 
formation of the 5 Year Capital Plan.  
 

• Mr. Grupp moved to continue routine maintenance of our buildings.  This routine maintenance will be 
presented annually for approval and will not be forecasted in the 5 year plan.  The motion was 
seconded by Mrs. Sexton. 

 
Mr. Grupp stated that routine maintenance is not a capital investment.  Mr. Reinhart noted that any 
excess funds are moved to the capital reserve fund at the end of the fiscal year.  Routine maintenance 
would not be reflected in the 5 year plan.  The intent is to keep routine maintenance.  Mr. Abramson 
further noted that routine maintenance includes buildings and grounds.   
 
After further discussion, Mr. Grupp moved to amend the motion to read as follows:  To continue 
routine maintenance of our buildings and grounds. This routine maintenance will be presented 
annually for approval.  The motion, as amended, was approved by Mrs. Sexton.  The Board approved 
said motion by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.       

 

• Dr. Foster moved and directed the Administration to begin implementation of a long-term elementary 
school plan that removes all students/instructional programs from all trailers in the 2015-16 school 
year, leaving a maximum of 2 trailers per school for storage only. The Administration should present 
this plan to the Board at the first meeting in January 2015. Additionally, the Administration will 
present a plan to remove the remaining storage trailers by August 31, 2016; this plan should be 
presented to the Board at the meeting in August 2015.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Grupp 

 
Discussion ensued on the removal of the classroom trailers.  Mr. Abramson noted that the 
Administration is not being asked to implement a plan but to develop a plan. 
 
After discussion, Dr. Foster moved to amend the motion to read as follows:  The Administration shall 
develop a long-term elementary school plan that removes all students/instructional programs from all 
trailers at the start of the 2015-16 school year, leaving a maximum of 2 trailers per school for storage 
only. The Administration shall present this plan to the Board at the first meeting in January 2015. 
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Additionally, the Administration will present a plan to remove the remaining storage trailers by 
August 31, 2016; this plan shall be presented to the Board at the meeting in August 2015.  The 
motion, as amended, was approved by Mr. Grupp.  The Board approved said motion by a vote of 9 
ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.   

 

• Mrs. Brooks moved that the Administration shall develop a long-term elementary school plan that 
develops options for redistricting and/or school consolidation beginning in the 2016-17 school year 
and each successive year.  The plan shall include consideration of school building efficiencies, 
including capacity and educational programs. This plan shall be on the agenda no later than the first 
School Board meeting in October 2015, and in October of each succeeding year, for the consideration 
of a vote. This plan shall take into consideration all variables in the CRSD 5 Year Plan.  The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Byelich.   

 
Discussion ensued on redistricting and an efficiency/capacity study.  Mr. Byelich suggested that the 
Board consider developing a policy on efficiency.   
 
After discussion, the Board approved said motion by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.   
 

• Mrs. McKessy moved that the Administration shall develop a long-term middle school plan that 
renovates Holland Middle School.  One year prior to completion of renovations, the Administration 
shall present a plan to the Board which proposes redistricting and evaluates repurposing or sale of the 
Richboro Middle School property.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Grupp.   

 
Mrs. Brooks stated that she is approving to renovate Holland Middle School and close Richboro 
Middle School.   
 
Mr. Abramson noted that in accordance with the Board’s policy, if any major changes are made to a 
motion, public comment should follow.  Mr. Cox advised that the Board isn’t violating any legal 
requirement by moving forward without public comment since the intent of the motion(s) has been 
publicized and are within the context of the spirit of the policy.  Mr. Abramson advised that he will be 
voting no to the rest of the motions.     
 
The Board approved said motion by a vote of 7 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstain.  Messrs. Abramson and 
Byelich voted against.   
 

• Mrs. Sexton moved that the Administration shall develop a long-term middle school plan that 
includes construction of a new Newtown Middle School on the current Newtown Middle School 
property and demolishes the current structure.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. McKessy. 
 
Mr. Byelich and Mrs. Brooks will be voting no since they are not convinced that it is necessary to 
build a new Newtown Middle School.  Mr. Abramson will abstain in favor of renovations. Mr.  
Grupp would like to move forward but he is still looking for more information to demolish or build 
new. 
 
The Board approved said motion by a vote of 5 ayes, 2 nays, 2 abstains.  Mrs. Brooks and Mr. 
Byelich voted against and Messrs. Abramson and Grupp abstained.   
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• Mrs. Sexton moved that the Administration shall remove 2 trailers from Richboro Middle School for 
the 2015-2016 school year and Dr. Foster seconded the motion.  The Board approved said motion by 
a vote of 7 ayes, 1 nay, 1 abstain.  Mr. Byelich voted against and Mr. Abramson abstained. 

 

• Mr. Byelich moved that the Administration shall develop a long-term plan for capacity and efficiency 
for the uses currently housed at the Law School Admissions Council (LSAC) building. This includes 
directing the Administration to begin reducing the use of the LSAC building with commensurate 
reduction in lease payments starting by August 31, 2015 from the elimination of all facility use that is 
not used as instructional space for students. Additionally, the plan shall include the termination of the 
lease following the reassignment of student programs from the LSAC building.  The motion was 
seconded Mr. Block. 
Mr. Klein stated that if the NOC (Network Operations Center) is relocated, the Administration would 
like to continue the Sloan Program (Alternative School) at the LSAC building.  Mrs. Brooks noted 
that there hasn’t been a discussion about Richboro Middle School.   
 
The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 nays, 1 abstain.  Mr. Abramson abstained. 
 

• Mr. Abramson moved that the Administration shall develop a long-term plan for capacity and 
efficiency of all non-school buildings and properties owned by CRSD.  This shall include an 
evaluation of relocating the activities located at the Twining Ford Road Facility and the use and 
potential for repurposing or sale of the Twining Ford property.  This plan shall be delivered at the 
Board meeting in July 2015 and successive years thereafter.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Block. 

 
After further consideration by the Board, the motion failed by a vote of 4 ayes, 0 nays, 5 abstains.  
Messrs. Abramson, Byelich, Grupp, Messes. Brooks and Sexton abstained.   

 

• Mr. Byelich moved that the Administration shall develop a plan that removes all 
students/instructional programs from all trailers at the start of the 2015-16 school year.  The plan shall 
be delivered to the Board at the first Board meeting in January 2015.  The motion was seconded by 
Mrs. Sexton.  The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 nays, 1 abstain.  Mr. Abramson 
abstained. 
 

Public Comment 

Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, noted that with the removal of classroom trailers, teachers would have to 
be relocated to empty spaces.  The middle schools would need to create a lot of empty spaces due to the 
fact that the teachers have a prep period, lunch period, and team period.  Need to remove the trailers and 
bring the kids inside the building(s). 
 
Jennie Schottmiller, Wrightstown, PA.  The Board will be voting on the removal of classroom trailers at 
the middle schools when the Administration is saying it is not feasible.  Instruct the Administration to 
determine if the trailers can be moved at the middle school level.   
 
Mr. Byelich acknowledged that the Administration stated that it was not feasible.  However, he felt that it 
was time to be bold and challenge the Administration.  The modular classrooms are unsafe.  Mr. Klein 
stated that the Administration was never asked to look at Newtown Middle School or taking that extra 
classrooms offline and move the students inside the school buildings. 
 

• Mr. Block moved that the Administration shall develop a five year capital projects plan that will be 
reviewed and updated annually and adjusted as needed. The plan shall include the motions passed this 
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evening.  The plan will be presented annually at the second Board meeting in December each year 
beginning in 2015. The document shall be called the CRSD 5 Year Plan and shall include at a 
minimum the following: 

• Capital plan investments in the buildings calendared over 5 years with cost 
• Revenue/Appropriation forecasts (highlighting PSERs, debt service line items, etc.) 
• Fund balance forecasts 
• Tax assumptions 
• Teacher/staff headcount assumptions 
• Class size by grade & capacity by building in consideration of efficiencies  

The motion was seconded by Mrs. Sexton.  The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 
nays, 1 abstain.  Mr. Abramson abstained. 

 
Approval of Pick Up Truck Bid #14-41   
Mr. Grupp moved to award Pick Up Truck Bid #14-41 to Brian Hoskins Ford at a total cost not to exceed 
$32,300.00, subject to audit, and Mr. Byelich seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board 
approved said motion by unanimous consent. 
 
Approval of Change Orders 

• Mr. Byelich moved to approve Change Order No. GS01 to TE Construction Services, LLC for 
Maureen M. Welch Elementary School Masonry Repairs and Window Replacement Project in the 
credit amount of $36,538.10 and Dr. Foster seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board 
approved said motion by unanimous consent.  

 
Note:  The General Contractor is crediting the District for the unused Material Allowance remaining 
in their contract. 

 

• Mr. Byelich moved to approve Change Order No GC03 to E.R. Stuebner, Inc. for the Goodnoe 
Elementary School Additions and Renovations Project in the additive amount of $29,185.84 and Dr. 
Foster seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous 
consent. 

 
Note:  The General Contractor is billing additional costs for the increased scope of interior partition 
demolition due to the structural integrity of the exiting 4” concrete masonry unit walls originally 
scheduled to be saved.  The walls will be replaced with 6” metal studs, sound attenuation blankets and 
5/8” impact resistant gypsum wall board.   

 
Approval of Bids 

• Salt and De-Icing Materials Bid #14-46 for the 2014-15 School Year 
Description/Vendor/Award 
Bulk Rock Salt/Cargill, Inc./$15,304.80 
Saf-T-Salt/Davis Feed Mill/$3,998.40 
 
Mrs. McKessy moved to approve Salt and De-Icing Materials Bid #14-46 

o Bulk Rock Salt at a unit price of $63.77 to Cargill, Inc. and 
o Morton Saf-T-Salt at a unit price of $5.10 to Davis Feel Mill 



Unofficial 

 

Minutes 2014_11_06  8 

 

for a total “not to exceed” cost of $19,303.20 based on quantities defined in the bod form, subject to 
audit. The motion was seconded by Mr. Grupp.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said 
motion by unanimous consent. 

 

• Howes Tract and Barn Demolition Bid #14-43 
Description:  Removal of the existing barn silos, metal shed, foundations, concrete pads, 
miscellaneous equipment and scraps located in the structures and restoration of the site. 
 
Mrs. McKessy moved to award the Bid for the Barn and Outbuilding Demolition at the Howes Tract 
– General Construction to Vorndran Construction, Inc. at a base bid total cost not-to-exceed 
$114,100.00 subject to audit and solicitors review.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Byelich.  
Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent. 
 

Approval of Howes Tract Farmland Lease 

Mrs. Sexton moved to approve the Howes Tract Farmland Lease Agreement subject to solicitors review 
and Mrs. McKessy seconded the motion.   
 
The Howes Tract Farmland Lease Agreement specifically allows Superior Turf and Landscape to occupy 
the land for the purposes of sod farming practices and harvesting crops and sod.  Solicitor Cox advised 
that the District has the right to bring a lawsuit for non-payment of rent and/or to terminate the lease.  Mr. 
Cox recommended that the District be named as an insurer on the policy in response to Mr. Grupp’s 
inquiry about liability insurance for the use of chemicals on the farm.  He further noted that there may be 
an exclusion under the provisions governing general liability insurance. 
 
Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent. 
 
Approval of General Fund, Fund Balance for the Year Ended June 30, 2014 

Mr. Abramson moved to approve the distribution of the General Fund, Fund Balance and Operating 
Transfer to the Capital Reserve Fund for the year ended June 30, 2014.  Mr. Block seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Reinhart advised that a distribution in the amount of $2,931,533.62 would be transferred to the 
Capital Reserve Fund for the year ended June 30, 2014.  This distribution was developed based on 
decisions made by the Board of School Directors over the past several years and in accordance with 
Board Policy No. 620, Maintenance of Fund Balance.   
 
Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent. 
 

Approval of Donation Request 

Dr. Foster moved to approve the Goodnoe Elementary School PTO Donation Request valued at 
approximately $15,000.00 for the installation of a vegetable garden at the Goodnoe Elementary School 
subject to audit.  Mrs. McKessy seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said 
motion by unanimous consent. 

 

Board Topics 

None. 
 
Committee Reports 

Academic Standards Committee:  Mrs. Brooks reported that the Committee met prior to the Board 
meeting to review and discuss class size at the elementary level.  Mrs. McClendon will have a discussion 
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on School Board Policy No. 126.  The Policy has not been updated since 1999.   The School Performance 
Profile and a presentation on the PSAA results and Keystone exams will be reviewed and discussed at the 
Committee’s next meeting on December 4, 2014. 
 
Facilities Committee:  Mrs. McKessy advised that Mr. Taylor updated the Committee on the capital 
improvements plan.  The Committee’s next meeting is scheduled to be held on November 13, 2014. 
 
Finance Committee:  Dr. Foster reported that the Committee met after the Facilities Committee meeting.  
Northampton supervisors attended and had a visitor discuss Northampton’s proposal for a relief tax act 5 
year tax exemption. Mr. Reinhart presented an overview of the properties for the past 10 years wherein 
the assessed value declined and discussed the financial impact.  He also reviewed the results of operations 
for the last fiscal year, including the transfer of   Dr. Foster commended the Administration for its work.  
The Committee’s next meeting is scheduled to be held on November 13, 2014 in conjunction with the 
Facilities Committee.  Mr. Reinhart will review the transportation contracts. 
 
MBIT Representative:  Dr. Foster stated the Mr. Byelich was also in attendance. A new MBIT video is 
available on its website.  The Committee reviewed and discussed the current enrollment at MBIT, 
including the change in enrollment over time and the number of children in special education and general 
education.   The Executive Committee is scheduled to meet on Monday, November 10, 2014. 
 
Bucks County Intermediate Unit No. 22 Representative:  Mrs. Sexton reported that the next meeting is 
scheduled to be held on Tuesday, November 11, 2014 at the Tawanka Learning Center.  
 
Solicitor’s Report 

Mr. Cox advised that the Board will meet in executive session following the meeting to review and 
discuss matters regarding potential litigation and an executive session will be held on Saturday for 
purposes of discussing labor negotiation issues. 
 
Public Comment  

Jennie Schottmiller, Wrightstown, PA, noted that according to the plan, the capacity at each of the schools 
will be reviewed twice before a decision is made to remove classroom trailers.  She asked that the 
community be involved in developing a plan and unlike the Capital Planning Committee, she asked that 
the Administration, members of the Board and PTO members be included.   
 
Dick Shepherd Wrightstown, PA, heard that that there are five members of the Board or possibly six, who 
are voting for an expenditure to build a new Newtown Middle School without knowing the cost.  He 
would like the Board to be more transparent in its decision.   
 
John Rasiej Wrightstown, PA, felt that the needs of the taxpayers and general public should take priority.  
He questioned why the proposals made by the Capital Planning Committee were not being considered by 
the Board.  If taxpayers are expected to pay for studies, he suggested that the matter be brought to a vote.  
He questioned why the District would continue to maintain schools for another 2 years when the 
Committee recommended to close certain schools.  
 
Amy McIntyre, Newtown, PA, felt that 50% of the work completed by the Capital Planning Committee 
was reflected in the motions.   
 
Steve McGill, Holland PA, noted that the Board wasn’t under any obligation to take action on any of the 
recommendations; however, he felt that steps were being taken and moving in the right direction.  The 
Administration is facing tough contract negotiations and the average net worth for some residents have 
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been cut in half.  Also need to consider the hidden costs in renovating a building.  He thanked the 
members of the Board for their service. 

 

Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, thanked Mr. Byelich for thinking of the children.  She would like the 
classroom trailers removed and an efficiency study completed to determine how full-size classrooms are 
used, including the number of students in each classroom.  She stressed the need to use schools efficiently 
and to make sure the students have the resources and support they need.   
 
Board Comment 

Mr. Grupp noted that when looking at tax increases, people need to be mindful that the School Budget 
includes services provided by the District.  The majority of township budgets are derived from earned 
income tax so as tax inflates, revenue goes up over time.  Need to monitor the District’s spending on 
annual basis. 
 
Mr. Abramson noted that the Board will continue to consider studies with regard to planning commission 
work.    
 
Mr. Klein advised that the people who worked on the Capital Planning Committee did a great job.  It was 
made clear that these were advisory committees and if a step-by-step analysis was done, much of what the 
Administration did came from their reports. 
 
Mrs. McKessy thanked Mrs. Thomas and Mr. Block for their time and efforts.    
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 12:15 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Kapua A. Rice 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 


